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SPRING TERM 2015  
 
‘Such stuff as dreams are made of’ 
 
This term we will take our inspiration from the plays of one of the world's greatest writers - 
William Shakespeare 
 
Week 1 Magic and Mayhem! 
In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, a fairy quarrel results in Puck the fairy, casting a spell using 
a magical flower so that on awakening a person will fall in love with the first thing they see – 
with disastrous (and hilarious) results. 
 
What fairy potion would you use? What power would it have? Who would you use it on and 
why? 
 
Week 2 I have a twin? I have a twin … 
Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors tells the story of two sets of identical twins that were 
accidentally separated at birth  
 
Write a story about having a twin. 

 Think of the fun you could have and the tricks you could play if you had an identical 
twin. 

 Or how confused you might be if you don’t know you had a twin and suddenly they 
arrived in town! 

 
Week 3 Shipwrecked! 
In The Tempest Prince Ferdinand and his companions are shipwrecked on a magical island 
ruled by the magician Prospero, the rightful ruler of Milan. 
 
Imagine being shipwrecked and finding your self on an island. Who else is living there? Are 
they friend or foe? 
 
Week 4  Power at any price? 
In Macbeth the three witches foretell that Macbeth will become king of Scotland. He 
achieves his ambition by killing anyone who stands in his way. 
 
Imagine meeting the three hags. What do they say to you? Do you believe them? And what 
would you do to make it happen… 
 
Week 5 Feud 
In Romeo and Juliet, the Montague and Capulet families hate each other and are always 
fighting  - until Romeo gate-crashes Juliet’s party and they instantly fall in love. 
 Write a letter to a new ‘friend’ who you really like but who you suddenly discover is  
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 a member of a rival team 

 close friends with your worst enemy 

 or your parents don’t get on with theirs or some other similar situation 
 Do you end the friendship or try and find a way to remain friends? 
 
Week 6 The Impossible Task 
In The Merchant of Venice Antonio has borrowed a large amount of money on behalf of his 
friend Bassanio, from Shylock. Shylock says that if Antonio cannot repay him he must give 
him a pound of flesh. 
 
You have borrowed a _ (fill in the blank, but imagine it to be a most precious treasured 
possession) – an x box /an iPhone/ a personal signed copy of Justin Bieber’s new album (only 
joking) / a puppy dog. 
Catastrophe! Whatever it is, you have broken it / lost it and you cannot give it back. 
The person you borrowed it from had jokingly said that if anything happened to it they 
would...(make up some suitable terrible punishment!)    What happens next? 
 
Week 7 Escape to the Deep Dark Forest 
In As you Like It Rosalind flees to the Forest with her cousin Celia, after her uncle banishes 
her from court. She disguises herself as a boy. She falls in love with Orlando also hiding in the 
forest. 
 
Write a story in which your character has to runaway to the forest. Why are they escaping 
and who do they meet there? 
 
Week 8 Revenge! 
Hamlet’s father appears to his son as a ghost and asks Hamlet to avenge his death by killing 
his murderer,  (his own brother and Hamlet’s uncle) Claudius, who has seized the throne and 
married Hamlet’s mother. 
Hamlet hesitates… has the ghost told him the truth? 
 
A ghost appears to you and tells you a terrible secret of how they were killed and ask you to 
take revenge. Do you take action? 
 
Week 9 The Night before the Battle 
England is at war with France. It is the night before the Battle of Agincourt, victory looks 
uncertain, and the young king Henry V wanders around the English camp at night, in 
disguise, so as to comfort his soldiers. 
 
 How does it feel to be in the English camp? Are your weapons all prepared for the battle? 
Are you feeling scared? Here comes the king. What does he say to the soldiers to make 
them/ you feel brave? 
 
Week 10 Give and Take 
King Lear, who is elderly and wants to retire from power, decides to divide his realm among 
his three daughters, and declares he'll offer the largest share to the one who loves him best. 
The oldest daughters flatter him and pretend they love him so that they’ll come to power. 
When Lear discovers this his rage turns him mad and he runs off into the storm 
 

 Describe giving away something precious to someone you think will care for it only 
to find it broken and tossed away in the bin. 

 Or you give something to someone because you think they like you only to find that 
once they have your gift they aren’t interested in you any more. 


